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(54) SECURITY FUNCTION USED FOR START OF SMALL SIZED INFORMATION DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the information, etc., 
from leaking out to the outsiders by limiting the input frequency 
of the password that attains a security function in a start mode 
and stopping semipermanently the start processing if the wrong 
input operations are performed in times more than a fixed 
number. 

SOLUTION: In regard to a security management means 1022, a 
CMOS or a flash memory 1030 includes a wrong password check 
counter 1032 which counts the times of wrong passwords, a 
start stop flag 1033, a start stop cancel data area 1034 which 
decides a regular owner when the contents of the flag 1033 are 
changed to an OFF state from an ON state, and an infrared key 
device 1060. The flag 1033 is referred to as the first processing 
of the means 1022, and an interruption occurs in a normal PC 
start mode as long as the flag value is kept in an ON state. Then 
the start processing is stopped unless the signal inputted from 
an I/O port is coincident with the value of the area 1034 which 
is previously registered. 
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